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The corps of captains forms the soul of the
Prussian army, and at the same time is the dis-
grace of the Austrian, &c.

It is generally affirmed that, should the two
nations go to war, there is little doubt concerning
which would have the advantage; for that there
is no equality between them, even supposing their
generals to be equal; and that the contest most
certainly would be favourable to the Prussians,
during the first campaign. But this equality of
generals is not true. Laudon, though still vigor-
ous, cannot wear much longer; beside that, he
has often said he never would command an army,
unless at the distance of four hundred miles from
the Emperor. The abilities of Lacy are sus-
pected, though he enjoys the entire confidence of
Joseph II.; and, as it is rumoured, has rendered
himself singularly necessary, by the complication
of the military machine. No4 commander in the
Austrian army can contend against the Duke
of Brunswick, nor even against Kalcreuth, or
Moellendorf,

Persons   who   have   come   very    lately   from
Russia affirm that the Empress is in   good health;he very great inferiority of the officers.e should
